that purpose, a petition for dissolution of marriage by a
decree of divorce has to be presented to the District Court by
both the parties to marriage together on the ground that they
have been living separately for a period of one year or more,
that they have not been able to live together and that they
mutually agreed that the marriage should be dissolved. On
the petition so filed, not earlier than six months after the date
of the presentation of the petition and not later than eighteen
months after the said date if the petition is not withdrawn in
the meantime, the court shall, on being satisfied, that the
averments in the petition are true, pass a decree of divorce
declaring the marriage to be dissolved with effect from the
date of the decree. After obtaining the decree of divorce,
Nagaraj, the Collector can validly marry Swarna,

138. Bheemayya had a daughter by name Bharathi, She was
aged about 16 years, Bheemayya was a poor man. He was
searching for a suitable match for Bharathi, As he was a poor
man and as every one was asking for heavy dowry which he could
not pay, Bharathi's marriage could not be settled. However, to
his fortune, Murty, a resident of neighbouring village* who
studied Intermediate, came forward to marry Bharathi without
taking dowry. The marriage was performed, The father of Murty
did not like the marriage and so, he filed a petition against the
couple, Bharathi and Murty stating that the marriage which took
place between Bharathi, aged 16 years and Murty* aged 18 years,
was not a valid marriage in the eye of law and he sought for a
decree of dissolution of marriage and also requested the court to
punish Bheemayya for contravention of the conditions of valid
marriage. Under Section 5 (iii) of the Hindu Marriage Act, the
bridegroom has to complete the age of twenty one years and the
bride the age of eighteen years at the time of the marriage. In the
case of contravention of this condition, every person who procures
a marriage to be solemnized in contravention of the above
condition is punishable under Section 18 (a) of the Hindu
Marriage Act with simple imprisonment which may extend to
fifteen days or with fine which may extend to one thousand
rupees or with both. In those circumstances, what is the effect of
the marriage?

* The marriage in contravention of the age limits can neither
be void nor voidable though it is punishable under Section 18,
But the person who procures a marriage to be solemnized in